
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cloud Group and Height 

* 
Cloud Types 

High Clouds 

5 - 13 km (16,000 - 43,000 

ft) 

Noctilucent clouds are the 

highest clouds in the sky, 

however they are not 

associated with weather 

like the rest of the clouds 

in this table. 

   

  

Middle Clouds 

2 - 7 km (7,000 - 23,000 ft) 

  

Low Clouds 

Surface - 2 km (surface - 

7,000 ft) 

   

Clouds with Vertical 

Growth 

Surface - 13 km (surface - 

43,000 ft) 

Clouds that grow up 

instead of spreading out 

across the sky.    

https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/noctilucent-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cirrus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cirrocumulus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cirrostratus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/altocumulus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/altostratus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/stratus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/stratocumulus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/nimbostratus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cumulus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/cumulonimbus-clouds


Unusual Clouds 

Clouds that form in unique 

ways and are not grouped 

by height. 

    

Contrails 

5 - 13 km (16,000 - 43, 000 

ft) 

These are caused by aircraft or rockets.  

 

https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/lenticular-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/kelvin-helmholtz-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/mammatus-clouds
https://scied.ucar.edu/imagecontent/contrails

