
Dinosaur Tuff Tray 
Explore creating a dinosaur tuff tray. If you don’t have a tuff tray you 

could use bowls, baking trays, paddling pools, a washing up bowl, 
bucket or just on some grass outside. If you don’t have dinosaur 
models cut out pictures of dinosaurs and stick to kitchen roll tubes. 

Explore play and positional language by commenting on play. For 
example; ‘The dinosaur is under the hay,’ 

‘My dinosaur is next to yours.’ ‘The big dinosaur is behind the small 
dinosaur.’ Perhaps ask a few questions’ ‘What is your dinosaur 
doing?’ 

It is also hugely beneficial to solely comment on the child’s play. 

Ideas for filling Tuff Trays: 

• Water, sand, mud, stones, pinecones, leaves hay, bark, sawdust 

• Spaghetti or rice - perhaps dyed with food colouring, or flour 

• Make your own gloop (cornflour and a little water)

• Soapy bubbles, shaving foam




