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NEWSLETTER

Friday 22nd September 2017

No. 66
Dates for your Diary
October:
Learn to Live College (19-25) Open Evening/AGM – Thur
19th

Message from Jacqui Warne:

Half Term – Mon 23rd to Fri 27th
November:
Occasional Day – Mon 27th
Last Day of Term – Fri 15th Dec

Dear Parents & Carers,

Parents Evening – Thank you to everyone who came along to Parents Evening this
week. I hope you found the session with your teacher very informative. Any questions,
please pop a note into the Home:School Diary. Thanks as well to the staff who
volunteered their time throughout the evening at the Café. It was very much appreciated!
Data Collection & Permissions – Various forms have been handed to you or sent
home this week. Please read the information carefully, ensure we have your correct email
address and mobile number(s) and return the forms back to the Office asap. Any
questions, please contact us.
Date for your Diary – On Thursday 19th October 2017, the Learn to Live College (1925) will be holding their Open Evening and AGM in the Main Hall at Bodley House,
5.30 – 7.00pm. The Learn to Live College is a community interest company so it is
important that anyone with an interest in the organisation is invited to attend. The
evening will include a short meeting followed by some discussions about the future
development of the 19-25 college. You are welcome to join us. Tea, coffee and cake will
be served. For an informal chat about the 19-25 College, please contact Carolyn Purslow
on 01392 482533.
Parents & Carers Communication Survey – If you didn’t manage to complete our
survey at Parents Evening, we would love to know your views on ways we can improve
our communication with you! A short one page survey is attached. Please could you fill
it in and return it to us? Looking forward to hearing from you.

On to other news from around the school:

ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk

ellentinkhamschoolexeter

ellentinkhamschool.primaryblogger.co.uk

@EllenTinkham

Message from Deb Norman:
Do you still have old £1 Coins lying around at home?
If so how about sending them into school so we can put them towards our fundraising?
Even £1 each would be a huge amount so please don’t feel it wouldn’t be worth it!
Foreign money from any of your summer holidays would also be very welcome.
Message from Grant Vaughan-Atkins:
"A big thank you to those who have donated bikes to the school following my appeal at
the end of last term. Those of you who have donated will be pleased to know that the
bikes are being used regularly by students and they are all enjoying the opportunities
that having these bikes gives them."
Message from the Nurses:
We have heard from Boots, who are administering our students’ flu vaccine. They are
attending Ellen Tinkham School on Tuesday 14th November 2017.
If your child was eligible to receive the vaccine and you were sent a form, please return it
asap. At some point in the next few days, Boots will come to collect the signed forms.
We are unable to process any forms received after Boots collect the forms from us.
Thank you.
Drama Workshops – EEDDS is running various workshops throughout November and
December for children with Down’s Syndrome aged 6+ and their siblings/family/carers
etc. If you would like to know more, please contact Harriet on 01392 410817 or 07480
301 244. Sessions will take place at Stoke Canon Jubilee Hall. Max 20 children per
session.
Kind regards.

Jacqui Warne
Executive Head
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Parents and Carers communication survey
How often do you read the school newsletter?
 Always
 Often
 Sometimes
 Seldom/Not at all
If you don’t read it very often what are the reasons why?

Which of these things would help you read it more often?
 Newsletter was shorter
 Newsletter was sent out less often
 Newsletter was sent out in paper format via school bag
 Other_______________________________________________________________
What is your preferred method of communication for school-wide general information e.g
dates for sports day/Christmas shows?
 Email
 Letter in home school bag
 Text message
 Note in home school book
 Other________________________________________________________________
What is your preferred method of communication for financial reminders re parental
contributions, dinner money etc?
 Email
 Letter in home school bag
 Text message
 Note in home school book
 Other________________________________________________________________

My Name___________________________________________________________
My preferred email address_____________________________________________
Child’s Name and Class__________________________________________________

TO BE RETURNED TO THE OFFICE – THANK YOU
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BIDWELL BROOK SCHOOL
SHINNER’S BRIDGE, DARTINGTON,
DEVON, TQ9 6JU
t: 01803 864120
e: admin@bidwellbrook.devon.sch.uk

ELLEN TINKHAM SCHOOL FE COLLEGE
BODLEY HOUSE, WAYSIDE CRESCENT, EXETER,
DEVON EX1 3LF
t: 01392 469156
e: admin@ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk

MRS JACQUI WARNE - EXECUTIVE
HEAD
ELLEN TINKHAM SCHOOL
HOLLOW LANE, EXETER, DEVON, EX1 3RW t: 01392 467168 e: admin@ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers

22nd September 2017

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR
I am writing to invite parents, guardians and carers of registered pupils to put their names forward
for election to serve as a Parent Governor of the ‘Learn to Live Federation’, incorporating Bidwell
Brook School, Ellen Tinkham School & Ellen Tinkham College.
Parent governors are welcomed as valued members of the governor team and play an important
role. The governing board works together as a group, being responsible for the strategic direction of
the Federation, promoting high standards of educational achievement and ensuring our resources
are used to maximum impact.
Life as a governor is interesting and varied and we feel sure that there are parents prepared to take
on this important role and give their time and commitment to helping us to continue to improve the
school's performance.
Time Commitment: The term of office for a parent governor is four years.
The time commitment will involve attending governor meetings that are held during the school day
at either Bidwell Brook School (Dartington), Ellen Tinkham School (Exeter) or Ellen Tinkham College
(Exeter). Prospective governors must be prepared to travel to any of the above sites. Travel costs can
be claimed.
The Full Governing Board meet once every half term, with each governor also serving on one of the
two sub committees, also meeting once every half term. Governors may also be members of smaller
committees, convened when necessary.
In addition, the time commitment will involve being fully prepared for the role by reading all
circulated governor paperwork, attending governor training courses, participating in school/college
visits, parents evenings, and further school events.
Training and support will be available to help you develop into the role, which includes in-house
mentoring and support, as well as access to external governor training. Those new to being a
governor are expected to attend induction training. For further information about the role, please
get in touch with our clerk to the governors, Lesley Williams (clerk@learntolivefederation.co.uk)
who will be happy to help.

pg 4

If you would like to stand for election, please complete and sign the enclosed nomination form and
return to either the school office addressed to Jacqui Warne as the returning officer, or email your
nomination directly to the clerk to governors on: clerk@learntolivefederation.co.uk no later than 12
noon Monday 9th October 2017. If two or more nominations are received, an election by secret
ballot will be held. If an election is required, details of the procedure will be sent to all parents.
Nominations must be from parents or carers with children at the school on the day that nominations
close.
The information below summarises the disqualification criteria to serve as a governor. Anyone
standing for election must certify that he/she is not disqualified for any reason. Parents/carers who
have paid employment in the school for 500 hours per academic year or more or who are elected
members of the Local Authority are not eligible to stand in these elections.
Yours sincerely

Jacqui Warne
Returning Officer at Ellen Tinkham School
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Disqualification criteria
A person is disqualified from holding or from continuing to hold office as a governor or associate
member if he or she:
· fails to attend the governing body meetings – without the consent of the governing body – for a
continuous period of six months, beginning with the date of the first meeting missed (not applicable
to ex officio governors);
· is subject to a bankruptcy restriction order, an interim bankruptcy restriction order, a debt relief
order or an interim debt relief order;
· has had his or her estate sequestrated and the sequestration order has not been discharged,
annulled or reduced;
· is subject to:
I. a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors
Disqualification Act 1986
II. a disqualification order under Part 2 of the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 1989
III. a disqualification undertaking accepted under the Company Directors Disqualification (Northern
Ireland) Order 2002
IV. an order made under Section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay under a County
Court administration order);
· has been removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by the Charity
Commissioners or High Court on grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement, or under Section 34
of the Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 from participating in the management
or control of anybody;
· is included in the list of people considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to work with
children;
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· is disqualified from working with children or subject to a direction under Section 142 of the
Education Act 2002;
· is disqualified from registration for childminding or providing day care;
· is disqualified from registration under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006;
· has received a sentence of imprisonment (whether suspended or not) for a period of not less than
three months (without the option of a fine) in the five years before becoming a governor or since
becoming a governor;
· has received a prison sentence of two-and-a-half years or more in the 20 years before becoming a
governor;
· has at any time received a prison sentence of five years or more;
· has been fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school premises during the five years prior
to or since appointment or election as a governor;
· refuses to allow an application to the Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) for a DBS check.
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NOMINATION FORM
Election for a Parent Governor for the Learn to Live Federation, incorporating Bidwell Brook
School, Ellen Tinkham School & Ellen Tinkham College.
Full name: _______________________________________
Children in year(s):__________________
Please select which School/College: Bidwell Brook

Ellen Tinkham School

Ellen Tinkham College

Pen Portrait (max 100 words) * to include life & work experience, and what you feel you can contribute

I wish to serve as a Parent Governor and to be a candidate if an election is necessary. I have
read the rules regarding the eligibility to become a governor which I received with the
nomination form and I confirm that I am eligible to serve as a Federation Governor.
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………..
Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please return this form to either school or college office addressed to Jacqui Warne as the
returning officer, or email your nomination directly to the clerk to governors on:
clerk@learntolivefederation.co.uk no later than 12 noon Monday 9 October 2017
* Please include a few details about yourself and why you would like to become a governor (not exceeding 100
words). This will then be circulated to all parents to help them decided who to vote for if an election is required.
You do not have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a disadvantage if there is an
elec Please return this form to either school or college office addressed to Jacqui Warne as the

returning officer, or email your nomination directly to the clerk to governors on:
clerk@learntolivefederation.co.uk no later than 12 noon Monday 9 October 2017
* Please include a few details about yourself and why you would like to become a governor (not exceeding 100
words). This will then be circulated to all parents to help them decided who to vote for if an election is required.
You do not have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a disadvantage if there is an
election
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