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Message from Jacqui Warne: 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As it is the end of the Autumn Term and also the calendar year, I’d like to reflect on 
what’s happened across the Learn to Live Federation this year. 
 
Our pupils are continuing to make excellent progress and the targets set between school 
and our families within the Home:School Agreements really make a difference.  Thank 
you for attending the Parents Evenings and supporting the teachers and classes. 
 
Recently, Senior Leaders and I spent a couple of weeks monitoring teaching across both 
schools.  We were particularly struck by the enthusiasm your children and young people 
have for their learning, and by the hard work and dedication of the staff teams who 
support them.  We saw amazing learning in both schools. 
 
At the end of January, the Ofsted Inspectors visited Ellen Tinkham School for a one day 
inspection, with the outcome being that the school remains “outstanding”.  This was a 
huge achievement and we all felt very proud of our pupils and staff.  Bidwell Brook 
School is due a visit by Ofsted any time from the 3rd of January onwards and we look 
forward to welcoming the inspectors into school to showcase our work and the excellent 
progress that has happened since the last inspection in 2014.  We’re all determined to 
show that Bidwell Brook School is “outstanding” too! 
 
Families, the PTFAs and friends of both schools continue to show their support with our 
Summer Fetes and Christmas Bazaars.  The pupils have such fun in the run-up to these 
events – organising their stalls and making the gifts, and helping to run the tables on the 
day.  All the money raised comes directly back to school to benefit all our pupils, so 
thank you for being part of this fundraising. 

                                           Dates for your Diary 
  

                                                          
 

January: 
Staff Training day – Tues 3rd 

Pupils return to school – Wed 4th 
 

February: 
Half Term – Mon 13th  to Fri 17th  

  

March: 

Last Day of Term – Fri 31st 
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In September, we opened the doors of Ellen Tinkham School’s FE College at Bodley 
House in Exeter.  The students moved into part of the building and moved again into 
Phase One of their completed classrooms during October half term.  The space is 
fantastic and once the whole building is finished, will be a great hub for 16-25 year olds.  
It definitely feels like an FE environment rather than a school!  Particular thanks must go 
to the Core Business Team of Senior Leaders including Dave O’Loughlin, our Premises 
and Health & Safety Manager, and to Carolyn Purslow, Emma Kenshole, Charlie 
Robinson and the team at the College who have made full use of the space and managed 
the moves while keeping up standards for the students.  It is hoped the whole building 
will be finished and ready for an official opening next September, 2017.  
 
Last week, we said goodbye to our long standing Chair of Governors, John Thorndyke 
and welcomed Kate Mythen as the new Chair and Steve Cleverly as our Vice Chair.  I 
am sure Kate will introduce herself to you in the new year, and say hello at Parents 
Evenings. 
 
Looking ahead, I expect 2017 to be even more rewarding as we see our children and 
young people being even more successful.  Thank you to all our wonderful pupils, 
families and amazing staff who have made 2016 a great year. 
 
We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on Wednesday 4th January 
2017.  Staff will return on Tuesday 3rd January 2017 for a training day. 
 

On to other news from around the school: 
 
Message from Peter Legowski: 
 
Rising diving star, TM (Silver Class), came second in a competition in Plymouth's Life 
Centre - where Tom Daley trains! - on 3 December. There were eleven other boys 
competing and after completing a range of manoeuvres, including a pike dive and tuck 
jump, TM achieved a glorious silver medal.  
 
Congratulations TM!  This is a wonderful achievement and all your friends and staff here 
at Ellen Tinkham are really proud of you! 
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Message from Will Young: 
 
Thanks to everyone for taking part in the 2016 Christmas jumper competition, raising 
money for the Ellen Tinkham School and College South Africa expedition. 
We raised over £70! 
  
The winners, judged by IE in Orange class, were: 
  
Staff: Dee Wiener, Rainbow class 
  
Student: MH, Blue class 
  
Special mention: Sue Smye, PE for an excellent home made jumper! 
 
On to other news: 
 
Message from Exeter City Football Club: 
Disability Football  
Monday 19th December, 10.30am-2.00pm  
Clifton Hill Sports Centre, Belmont Road, Exeter EX1 2DJ  
Fun and friendly disability football session for junior players age 8-16.  
Delivered by FA qualified coaches from Exeter City Football in the Community. The 
event is free to attend but spaces are limited.  
To book your place or for further details contact  
Will Allan: will.allan@ecfc.co.uk  
01392 255611  
www.exetercityfitc.co.uk 

 
 Message from DISC 

 Snippets 15th December 2016 

 Ups and Downs Southwest - Down Syndrome – Learning How to Learn 

Saturday 28th January 2017, 9.30am-2.30pm 

The Old School, School Road, Westonzoyland, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 0LN 

Presented by David Cudworth  

Ups and Downs Southwest are delighted to offer - Including a pupil with Down 

Syndrome in a school setting.  Aimed at professionals but not exclusively, the 

session will include the learning profile of a pupil with Down Syndrome, reading 

and managing behaviour.  David Cudworth was Education Officer and Specialist 

Advisory Teacher for Ups and Downs Southwest for nearly four years.  Providing 

support and training to nurseries, primary schools, secondary schools and FE 

Colleges in over 300 settings.   To book a place go to: www.eventbrite.co.uk 

search Down Syndrome – Learning how to learn and follow the instructions.  

http://www.exetercityfitc.co.uk/
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.eventbrite.co.uk&urlHash=-2.655885901878209E-88
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Parent/Carer £35 includes light refreshments, lunch and handouts.  Professional - 

£70 includes light refreshments, lunch and handouts 

  

 Home Start Exeter and East Devon  

The organisation has moved premises and have a new phone number.   

Their new address is: Unit 10 Basepoint Business Centre, Yeoford Way, Marsh 

Barton, Exeter.  EX2 8LB Phone Number 01392 826299 Email 

office@homestartexeter.co.uk 

  

 Euans Guide - Disabled Access Reviews by disabled people for disabled 

people. 

Euan’s Guide is the disabled access review website and app that aims to ‘remove 

the fear of the unknown’ and inspire people to try new places. The website was 

founded in 2013 by brother and sister, Euan and Kiki MacDonald, after Euan 

became a powerchair user.  After spending hours of their time making enquiries 

about access to places they wanted to go, the duo realised that they could not be 

alone in their search for disabled access information.  To find out more go to: 

https://www.euansguide.com/ 

  

 Life Animated 

This week everyone's talking about Life, Animated, a documentary about a boy 

with autism who found a way to communicate through watching Disney films. 

The film is in cinemas now across the UK. To find out more go to: 

http://www.lifeanimateddoc.com/ 

  

 Contact a Family Child (CAF) & family wellbeing 

Concerned about your child?– CAF offer advice on your child's development, 

speech, feeding, behaviour and more. 

Family life – CAF have tips on looking after your relationship and coping with 

stress, and advice for all members of the family. 

Contact a Family support disabled children at all ages, including periods of 

change. 

Find tips and advice on looking after your child's and your family's wellbeing by 

clicking on http://www.cafamily.org.uk/advice-and-support/child-and-family-

wellbeing/   

  

 Learn My Way 

Learn how to use the internet, free courses on using a computer, browsing the 

web, sending an email and finding work online. 

Learn my way have added new courses, they are pleased to announce that they 

have joined forces with TalkTalk to launch a new Internet Safety course - 'Staying 

javascript:void(0);
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=https://www.euansguide.com/&urlHash=-6.076779320668426E-207
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.lifeanimateddoc.com/&urlHash=-5.4011735231758764E163
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.cafamily.org.uk/advice-and-support/child-and-family-wellbeing/concerned-about-your-child/&urlHash=3.825211088200033E29
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.cafamily.org.uk/advice-and-support/child-and-family-wellbeing/&urlHash=-5.021606621876743E-307
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.cafamily.org.uk/advice-and-support/child-and-family-wellbeing/&urlHash=-5.021606621876743E-307
http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=http://www.cafamily.org.uk/advice-and-support/child-and-family-wellbeing/&urlHash=-5.021606621876743E-307
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Safe in Your Digital World'  for more details about Learn My Way and the courses 

they offer go to: https://www.learnmyway.com/subjects/online-safety/ 

  

 Share and Play 

This new group offers a safe space for children with additional needs to play and 

explore while parents and carers can chat and support each other through day-to-

day life. Meet like-minded families and enjoy a relaxed environment with a cuppa 

and a biscuit. The group meets once a week on Wednesdays from 10.00 am – 

12noon at Feniton Youth Centre, Silverton Rise, Feniton, Honiton. Cost: £2 per 

family per session. For more information, contact Anna Kate Sands on Facebook: 

 
Message from Dawn Stabb - Head of Education and Learning to all Devon Schools: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

 

 Jacqui Warne 
Executive Head 

http://mail.ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk&u=sbardot&url=https://www.learnmyway.com/subjects/online-safety/&urlHash=2.6766177936026557E-36

