


JACQUI WARNE, EXECUTIVE HEAD 

On behalf of our pupils, staff and associates, I would like to welcome you to Ellen 

Tinkham School.  Ellen Tinkham is part of the Learn to Live Federa on consis ng 

of two special schools in Devon. 

We are very proud of our school and constantly strive towards providing a  

s mula ng and challenging environment for all our pupils to “be the best that 

they can be”.  Our approach is very clear – the voice of each pupil and their family is key.  Learn to 

Live supports this ethos and provides opportuni es for families and professionals to engage and  

provide meaningful outcomes for our students. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to our outstanding provision. 

JOHN THORNDYKE, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS, LEARN TO LIVE FEDERATION 

Welcome to Ellen Tinkham School!  As Governors, we understand how  

important it is for parents and families to feel happy and confident when  

choosing a school for a child.  The pupils here at Ellen Tinkham are educated and 

supported by a very dedicated team of staff who work closely to ensure everyone 

realises their poten al. 

Our Governing Body consists of individuals from a plethora of professional backgrounds.  As any 

good Governing Body should be, we are engaged in shaping the strategic direc on and  

development of the Federa on and are constantly monitoring and evalua ng ways to move  

forward for the benefit of the school. 

We too are proud of our students and staff.  Thank you for your interest in our school community. 

MEMBER OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL 

We think our school is great. We work hard and have lots of fun. The staff are 
brilliant they help us, they are honest with us and help us learn to be  
independent. Definitely come and have a look around. We think you'll love it. 

CHAIR OF THE PTFA 

We, as an organisa on and a School want all the pupils to have great  

experiences and great facili es. Ellen Tinkham School is a school where the 

need will very o en outweigh the available funds and this is where fundraising 

is important.  The PTFA endeavours to raise money and support the school 

with a mul tude of projects. The PTFA is an organisa on that has been a part of Ellen Tinkham 

School for many years and hopefully with con nued support the PTFA will be able to help make a 

difference to our pupils’ lives for many more years to come.  



Ellen Tinkham School is a local authority funded special school near 
Exeter in Devon, with 140 pupils ranging from age 3‐19. All have  
either severe or profound learning difficul es. Many also have  
physical, sensory or behavioural addi onal needs. We recently  
federated with Bidwell Brook, a special school in Dar ngton, and are  
looking at provision for 19‐25 year olds across both schools. 

 

Our Core Values: 

 Everyone will be the best they can be  

 No one is excluded 

 Everyone has a voice 

“Extremely successful with pupils needs driving  

improvements through a well‐developed,  

person‐centred approach.” ‐ OFSTED 



Ellen Tinkham School aims to create and maintain a learning  
community in which: 

 

 We are commi ed to high achievement, effec ve teaching and 
learning, and good rela onships. 

 

 We listen to each other, celebrate each other's strengths, 
acknowledge weaknesses, and foster a climate of kindness and  
co‐opera on. 

  

 Our pupils are empowered and given opportuni es to par cipate 
in a more inclusive school, and in the wider community. 

 
 

 Staff present a broad and balanced curriculum which promotes 
pupils' holis c development and enhances their self‐esteem. 

  

 All staff support and manage pupils effec vely and with caring, 
and expect and achieve high standards of work, discipline and 
courtesy. 



Admission to the School is usually dependent upon comple on of a  
statutory assessment resul ng in an Educa on, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 
This iden fies the educa on, health and care needs of the young person. 
Prospec ve pupils’ EHCPs are sent to the School for consulta on.   
Considera on is given to the child’s own needs and the needs of others in 
the School and the poten al impact upon them.  The School aims not to  
exclude. When a place has been confirmed, the admissions process is as  
follows:‐ 

 

 ‐ Class iden fied. 

 ‐ Deputy Head for Admissions and Induc on makes contact with  
  family. 

 ‐ Home visit offered, from mul ‐disciplinary team. 

 ‐ Communica on passport and informa on sheets are completed. 

 ‐ Pupil is offered a series of 2‐3 ‘taster’ days in the School. 

 ‐ Le er of welcome to parents. 

 

Pupils will have full‐ me places.  Parents of younger children may prefer to 
agree a staged move towards full‐ me a endance. They will need to be in 
full‐ me a endance the term a er their fi h birthday. 

Transport is arranged directly with parents by Educa on Transport and is  
separate to the School. 

 



Children are taught in inclusive classrooms where learning  
environments are adapted according to each class group.  
Incorporated into each class is a mul ‐sensory space for focused  
sensory work. We aim for every child to be fully engaged with their 
learning. 

Pupils are assessed annually by their class teacher and individual  
targets are then set. Parent/teacher mee ngs are held each term so 
that pupil progress, Individual Educa on Plans and, where necessary, 
behaviour development strategies can be discussed. 

The Nursery and Recep on classes have adapted and developed their  
curriculum from the six areas of learning for the Founda on Stage. 
From year one, pupils receive their full en tlement to the Na onal 
Curriculum, with daily literacy and numeracy for Key Stages 1‐3.  
Individual subject leaders ensure their subjects are effec vely and  
appropriately adapted and that they offer good progression through 
to Senior Class/Key Stage 4. 

The Further Educa on Department focuses on skills for life and living,  
work experience as well as regular literacy and numeracy lessons. Our  
commitment to a person‐centred approach ensures personalised 
learning and individualised programmes, which encompass the  
development of the Ellen Tinkham Key Skills: 

  

 Problem solving and communica on 

 Daily living skills 

 Improving own performance 

 Working with others 

 Physical orienta on and mobility 
 



At the heart of Ellen Tinkham School is our commitment to pu ng 
the children at the core of everything we do, through our holis c  
approach to educa on. We know children learn best when they are 
in an environment that is responsive to their needs. Our school is 
able to meet these needs, providing a posi ve and  
s mula ng experience that is unique to each individual as well as  
fulfilling their full educa onal en tlement. 

 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

All of our pupils are disapplied 
from na onal tests, but do  
receive the full range of Na onal  
Curriculum subjects and content. 
The school has developed highly 
specialised units of work to make 
sure all lessons are appropriate 
for our pupils. The most  
important aspect of this is  
ensuring that all pupils can  
communicate; that they each 
have their right to be listened to, 
to make choices, and to be  
respected and supported. 

“The curriculum is very well matched to each  

student and is seamlessly integrated with the care 

needs, support and clear targets from  

person‐centred planning processes.” ‐ OFSTED 



Pupils are divided into classes according to their age. The only  
excep on to the rule being for a small number of pupils who follow  
individual programmes due to the complexity of their individual needs. 
Classes are grouped into two departments: Lower School, and Upper 
School/Post 16.  

“Lessons are typified by carefully planned appropriate 

experiences to ensure all pupils access learning .” 

‐ OFSTED 



In line with Early Years Founda on Stage (EYFS)  
documenta on, the Early Years curriculum inspires children, provides 
development and learning opportuni es, ensures learning takes 
place, develops key rela onships, and makes sure children feel  
secure. There are seven areas of the EYFS curriculum, divided into 
three prime areas: 

 

 Communica on and Language 

 PSED 

 Physical Development 

 

and four specific areas 

 

 Maths 

 Literacy 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 Understanding the World 

 

Through con nuous child‐ini ated and child‐ and teacher‐led  
provision, we provide play based learning opportuni es aimed to  
fascinate, inspire, mo vate and engage children.  This also allows us 
to work towards building and developing rela onships and enables us 
to assess their individual learning styles to prepare children for  
lifelong learning. 



The curriculum at KS1/KS2 develops independence, builds on prior 
learning to ensure a firm founda on from which to progress, and  
supports pupils to discover their own iden ty, to find their voice, make 
it heard and be understood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All pupils access the core Na onal Curriculum subjects of Maths, English 
and Science through discrete sessions tailored to individual needs and 
interests.  Founda on subjects of History, Geography, Art, Design and 
Technology, Informa on and Communica on Technology (ICT), Music, 
and Physical Educa on (PE) are covered throughout the academic year 
and delivered through termly topics.  Topics are based on Na onal  
Curriculum programmes of study. 

 

The founda on subjects enrich the curriculum and offer opportuni es 
for pupils to acquire knowledge and provide a context for learning. This 
allows us to provide a crea ve curriculum that is responsive to  
individual needs in a s mula ng and accessible environment. 



At KS3, pupils enter as children in year 
7 and leave in year 9 as young adults. 
The curriculum at KS3 builds on prior 
learning so that pupils reach their  
op mum poten al in core subjects. 
This supports pupils to make  
decisions and build confidence by  
accessing and evalua ng a wide range 
of learning opportuni es, and further 
develops independence and  
problem‐solving skills.  

All pupils con nue to access core  
Na onal  
Curriculum subjects of Maths, English 
and Science through discrete sessions 
tailored to individual needs and  
interests. Some pupils that are  
excelling in Maths, English or Science 
can access lessons taught in KS4 to  
further develop their skills and 
knowledge.  

Founda on subjects such as History, 
Geography, Art, Music, Drama, ICT, 
Design and Technology, and  
Religious Educa on provide a context 
for learning, and are taught in  
discrete blocks or sessions  
throughout the year to allow pupils 
to use and apply knowledge and skills 
developed in the core subjects. 

PSHE and Ci zenship provide an  
opportunity for pupils to think about 
themselves, their future and any  
voca ons that they may wish to  
pursue, looking ahead to KS4 where 
they can choose their op ons.  Some 
of our pupils experience job related 
learning within school, such as  
working with the nursing team or  
assis ng in a KS1 or 2 class. 



Key Stage 4 has a Person‐Centered Func onal Curriculum that supports 
students to u lise the skills they have acquired as they’ve  
progressed through the school and apply them in prac cal, real life  
situa ons.   

Students are supported in a culture of  
respect to begin to explore their  
future, developing independence and 
decision‐making skills. Students 
choose 2 or 3 ac vi es as their  
preferred op ons. These include 
horse riding, health and beauty, art, 
gardening, gym, rural skills and  
walking.    

Where appropriate, students are  
entered for formal accredita on with 
the Welsh Joint Educa on Commi ee, 
via the Func onal Skills or Entry  
Pathways suite of qualifica ons and 
the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. 

Students explore the world of work through either on site work‐related 
learning or work experience and placements, including Pizza Hut,  
Sainsbury’s, Crealy Park, local community cafés and community  
centres. 

Social skills are developed and embedded through a variety of  
residen al opportuni es which take place each year. These have  
included trips to Paris, Poole, The Calvert Trust, ski‐ing, and the  
Na onal Trust Bunk House working alongside the Exmoor Rangers.  
Upper school students are given the opportunity to a end Prom night 
at the end of each year, giving them the chance to experience a key life 
event like their mainstream peers. 



Gold Class is a very specialist provision for children and young people 
who find it difficult to access their learning within the main Ellen 
Tinkham classrooms due to their complex disabili es. 

The class supports all young 
people 1:1 with the capability 
of 2:1 or 3:1 support when  
required, within the school  
environment or off site. The 
staff team in Gold Class are  
experienced in posi ve  
person‐centred pedagogy  
and prac ce, ensuring an  
intense level of crea ve  
personalisa on for each pupil.     

The curriculum and individual learning programmes reflect the 
strengths and interests of the young person and include a sensory 
diet (provided by the Occupa onal Therapist) linked with regular 
physical ac vity throughout the school day. Effec ve communica on 
is a priority and developing a pupil’s ability to communicate is at the 
heart of their individual learning programme.  

Our pupils can be sensi ve to 
subtle changes in their health 
and wellbeing, which can o en 
lead to changes in  
communica on and behaviour. 
The individual programmes and 
the classroom organisa on have 
in‐built flexibility which allows 
for discrete changes to occur in 
order to perpetuate pupil  
engagement. The recent  

addi on of an outdoor classroom area, with direct access from the 
indoor classroom, increases the opportuni es for independent  
learning and self regula on by students. 

All staff are trained in Team Teach. Any child or young person who 
may on occasion require ‘posi ve handling’ will have a  
Personal Interven on Plan (PIP) which includes respec ul  
interven on. 

 



The Further Educa on Department (FE) at Ellen Tinkham school is a  
provision for young people between the ages of 16‐19. Students may 
spend one, two or three years within the Department, depending on 
their Transi on plans. All students have a personalised learning  
programme built around what is important to them, and for them, and 
which works towards preparing them for longer term future outcomes. 
The Transi on process is embedded throughout the students  
programmes, and families and carers will receive support during their 

me in the department specific to this. 
 
Personalised learning programmes are specific to the needs, interests 
and aspira ons of each individual student. For some this may include 
accredited courses, (such as WJEC Entry Level Func onal Maths, English 
and ICT and Trinity College Arts Award), Work Experience placements 
and a focus on Independent Living Skills. Other students may have a 
more physical emphasis within their programme adapted to their  
Sensory Processing needs, and which may include sessions such as  
Fitness led sessions, Work Related learning, Rural Skills and other land 
based ac vi es. Students with more complex needs may have a 



programme with a stronger emphasis on communica on and therapy 
led sessions.  We are also commi ed to ensuring that our students 
progress in their confidence as communicators and that they are at the 
center of all choice and decision making. As a Department we also 
work hard to engage our students in crea ve ac vi es to enrich their 
learning experiences. 

In FE, everyone is ac vely included and treated with mutual respect. 
Every student in FE has their views and choices respected whilst s ll 
being challenged to achieve and have aspira ons. Students are given 
the skills and experiences to leave school well prepared for their  
transi on to a fulfilling and meaningful life. 

“’FE is highly effec ve in building on the successes 

earlier in the school.”  ‐ OFSTED 



A progressive, broad and balanced PE 
curriculum is offered to pupils at Ellen 
Tinkham School. There are close links 
with the Therapy department,  
ensuring that all pupils take part in 
groups in which their needs for  
physical ac vity and exercise are best 
met. 

In PE sessions in Lower School,  
emphasis is placed on developing  
fundamental movement skills and 
prac sing these through a range of 
games, dance, gymnas cs and athle c 
ac vi es. Pupils are enabled to  
develop confidence and increased 
awareness to manage themselves and 
their bodies within a variety of  
movement situa ons. In addi on, 
many pupils in KS2 have regular  
swimming sessions at a local pool, 
where water confidence and  
swimming ability is developed. 

 

 



 In Upper School PE, as well as con nuing with dance and  
gymnas cs in KS3, pupils develop skills for a range of individual and 
team sports. They are given the opportunity to use these skills in  
modified games between class groups and against other schools. Many  
pupils in Upper School con nue to benefit from swimming sessions at a 
local pool. 

In addi on to metabled class PE sessions, a number of pupils access 
addi onal physical ac vi es such as apparatus circuits sessions,  
walking groups, specialist gym club, learning to cycle sessions, dance 
clubs and an inclusive sports club. 

Our recently opened fitness gym provides students in Upper School the  
opportunity for regular physical exercise as they complete  
individualised fitness programmes. 

In the summer term everyone takes part in the annual school sports 
day when there are tradi onal races as well as co‐opera ve games and 
rebound ac vi es. 

We regularly take teams to compete in inter‐school spor ng events to 
play sports such as football, goalball, boccia, and to have a go at tennis, 
badminton, cycling, etc. These include the Devon School Games and 
Devon Ability Games. We regularly par cipate in the County boccia and 
table cricket tournaments, and we also support pupils who show  
par cular spor ng prowess by entering South West Regional  
compe ons in sports such as athle cs. 



Rural Skills aims to provide an alterna ve and holis c means of  
engaging students in learning outside the tradi onal classroom se ng: 

 

 to engage students in meaningful sessions outside of the  
tradi onal classroom se ng through a wide range of prac cal  
ac vi es including woodcra , ceramics, outdoor cooking,  
story‐telling, hor culture, bushcra , etc. 

 to increase experience, enrichment and opportuni es for the 
learning and development of skills. 

 

Since its launch in September 
2011, the Rural Skills  
Department has grown in size 
and diversity and now features 
a mber framed roundhouse  
shelter which is used as an  
outdoor classroom, complete 
with cob oven and fire‐pit.  
Other facili es include an   

allotment with raised beds and 
poly‐tunnel, and a green  
woodworking shop complete with 
pole‐lathe, a po ers kick‐wheel, 
and wool spinning and weaving 
equipment. In addi on to this, we 
have a number of chickens and 
goats, all of which are located  
within a wildlife friendly site on the 

school grounds.  

Students are referred to the 
project leader on a case by case 
basis and metables are then 
tailored by class teachers and 
Rural Skills staff to meet  
individual needs.  



 Many of our students find tradi onal classroom environments  
par cularly challenging. By tapping into the wealth of opportuni es 
that can be found in nature, we offer young people the chance to  
benefit from a far greater breadth of learning experience and  
enrichment.  

Interac ng with and caring for animals, growing flowers and vegetables, 
and working with their hands on innumerable different projects means 
that we can an cipate a wide variety of outcomes such as:  

 

 Engagement with the outside world. 

 Showing an interest in the world in which they live. 

 Learning about the needs of living things. 

 Understanding that the owner has a responsibility to meet the 
needs of domes cated animals so they remain healthy and happy. 

 Showing care and concern for living things and the environment. 

 Links with the science curriculum (esp. biology). 



We offer a wide range of residen al experiences/trips for our students 
from Key Stage 3 upwards. For many of our students, these trips will be 
the first me away from home and can be a scary thought for students 
and families. But with a highly experienced and dedicated staff team, 
the trips are greatly received by all. The students have fantas c, posi ve 
experiences and ask to go again! 

Our trips include: 

 Exmoor Bunkhouse, working alongside the Na onal Trust. 

 Freshwater Holiday Park in Dorset, with other groups of people 
from around the country with addi onal needs. 

 Paris, offering cultural experiences. 

 Winter sports including ski‐ing and sledging in France. 

 Holton Lee, in Poole, Dorset, offering purpose built barn  
accommoda on with great facili es in Poole, Dorset. 

 The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme which includes overnight camping. 

 The Jubilee Challenge which is part of Ten Tors. 

 The Na onal Junior Wheelchair games at Stoke Mandeville. 

 

We are always looking for new exci ng opportuni es for our students. 



Residen al visit to the 

Calvert Trust 



Ellen Tinkham School works closely with a large number of schools,  

including Forest Schools, to provide some of our students with posi ve 

inclusion placements with their mainstream peers. Where possible, 

the inclusion school will be the school local to their home and where 

their siblings a end. The placements enhance students place in their 

community along with their academic and social skills. Some students 

may be able to study for qualifica ons such as a GCSE as part of the 

placement. Timetables are carefully planned to ensure placements are 

purposeful and meaningful, each one being closely monitored.  

Dedicated staff members support the students with their placements 

and the Inclusion Manager has regular contact with students,  

parents/carers, schools and staff. We encourage inclusive  

opportuni es for mainstream pupils at Ellen Tinkham: our mainstream 

friends have enjoyed visi ng to watch shows and join in with our fetes. 



Just as in the outside world itself, the use of ICT underpins  
everything we do. Every class has access to a PC and an iPad, and we 
use assis ve technology such as touch screens, switches, trackballs and 
joys cks to help give access to students with more complex needs.  
Students have a range of age‐ and ability‐appropriate so ware at their 
disposal, including Inclusive Technology tles like Big Bang, Switch Skills 
and Switch IT Maker. Staff use Widgit’s In Print 2 to produce symbolised 
materials which work in conjunc on with the Makaton sign language 
that many of our students rely upon for communica on.  

We also provide the Welsh Joint Educa on Commi ee (WJEC) ICT  
Func onal Skills course for those young people for whom it is  
appropriate, and this can result in a na onal recognised  
qualifica on which is the equivalent of a GCSE. We have a fully 
equipped ICT Suite, which includes a 65” HD touch screen and five PCs 
for group work. We run a number of bespoke sessions  
centred around ICT and students have produced a variety of work  
including anima ons and short films, which link in with their  
literacy curriculum. 



REBOUND THERAPY 

Rebound therapy uses a trampoline to facilitate movement, to promote  
balance and sensory integra on, to increase or decrease muscle tone, 
and to improve communica on skills and general fitness. 

HYDROTHERAPY 

Hydrotherapy is a form of therapeu c exercise carried out in a specially 
heated pool. The heat and buoyancy of the water provide a relaxing  
medium that assists in stretching out ght muscles. 

COMMUNICATION & DECISION MAKING 

We are a Total Communica on school dedicated to ensuring that "no‐one 
is excluded, everyone has a voice and everyone will be the best they can 
be". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT 

Our aim is to promote safe, respec ul and responsible behaviour right 
across the school community. By responding to behaviour as  
communica on, we are able to provide support for those  
communica ng primarily through their behaviours. We enable  
students to access and use more socially appropriate methods of  
communica on. Students may be anxious, under stress or  
emo onally vulnerable and need individual support pathways. These  
pathways can re‐establish, or indeed establish, that interac on with  
another person can be a posi ve thing. 



COMMUNICATION 

The school is supported by a Speech and Language Therapist and  
Assistants whose role is to support classes in providing a Total  
Communica on environment in which our students learn.  We also 
provide advice and support for the students to help develop their  
communica on skills. 

The Speech and Language Therapist works as part of the school's  
mul ‐disciplinary team, alongside the Behaviour Support team,  
Advocacy Lead, Visual Access Lead, teachers, families, Physiotherapist 
and Occupa onal Therapist, to ensure a holis c approach to  
suppor ng our students. 

 

MUSIC THERAPY 

Every child needs to be heard. Every child has something to say. But 
how does someone express themselves if they don't have the words? 

Through the musical interac on created in Music Therapy, a child can 
learn how to interact and communicate more effec vely, explore their 
own emo ons, be listened to and above all, know that they are being  
understood. Many children blossom in Music Therapy, finding new  
confidence, developing ways to express themselves and all using the 
(easily‐accessible) medium of music. 

Every child should be heard. 

ADVOCACY 

The advocacy team works in many different ways across the school, 
adop ng a flexible approach to both individual and group sessions. The 
aim of the advocacy team is to ensure that the voice of the students is 
being heard and responded to daily, as well as in bigger changes. We 
support students to have a voice in decisions which affect them and to 
have an impact on their own lives.    

We work together regularly to ensure we understand our students' 
needs, seeking addi onal, external support where necessary, to  
support them to have an impact on their own lives through  
communica on.  This will ensure their voice is heard, they can have a 
say in their own futures and they will be the best they can be. 



Within the school teaching team is a  
Visual Access Leader who is addi onally 
qualified in Visual Impairment.  
The Visual Access Leader will assess 
func onal vision in a variety of  
environments, set appropriate visual 
s mula on programmes, advise on  
access to the curriculum, and provide  
advice on teaching programmes and  
individual targets.  

 

Within the school environment, pupils 
with a severe visual impairment have  
access to the light/darkroom. This is a 
valuable resource that is used to teach 
structured visual programmes aimed at  
developing and maintaining visual skills. 
In addi on, ICT resources are used to  
deliver structured individualised visual  
programmes. 

 

The school adopts an holis c approach 
and therefore the Visual Access Leader 
works collabora vely with the  
Rehabilita on Officer for Visually  
Impaired Children, the advisory teacher 
for VI, the therapy team, the school 
team and parents.  



MEDICAL 

The school has a Specialist Community Public Health Nurse and a  
Nursing Assistant. They work closely with parents, carers and staff to  
assist in promo ng the health and well‐being of our pupils with complex 
nursing needs. We also have visi ng specialists such as the Orthop st 
who looks a er the childrens’ eyes. Children who may have addi onal 
sensory impairments will receive input from the Authority’s peripate c 
services for the Hearing Impaired (HI) and Visually Impaired (VI).  

We also work closely with other professionals such as paediatricians, 
bladder and bowel specialists, den sts and the Immunisa on Team who 
all run clinics at the school. 

 

“The team approach and hard work of the school  

ensure pupils have a real voice, with the development 

of high quality advocacy that is used to good effect 

throughout the processes in the school.” ‐ OFSTED 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

We have a team to act as liaison between the school staff, families and 
all other agencies such as social services, educa onal psychologists,  
Careers South West and many more. The team also sets up and  
administrates the Annual Review of Statement mee ngs for all pupils in 
the school.  

As a school, we have strong links with the Integrated Children’s Services 
and Adult Social Services teams who work with our pupils and their  
families. The Support Services team can advise you on what  
services are available to your child. 



Ellen Tinkham School is commi ed to safeguarding and promo ng the 
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and  
volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

Safeguarding across our school is considered everyone’s responsibility 
and as such our school aims to create the safest environment within 
which every young person has the opportunity to achieve their full  
poten al.  We recognise the contribu on it can make in ensuring that 
all young people who use our school feel that they will be listened to 
and appropriate ac on taken.  We will do this by working in partnership 
with other agencies in accordance with ‘Working Together to Safeguard 
Children’ (March 2013) and seeking to establish effec ve working  
rela onships with parents, carers and other colleagues to develop and 
provide ac vi es and opportuni es that will help to equip our young 
people with the skill they need.  This includes resources and learning 
experiences that will encourage our young people to develop essen al 
life skills and protec ve behaviours. 

 

Safeguarding is not just about protec ng young people from deliberate 
harm.  For our school it includes such things as child safety, bullying, 
racist abuse and harassment, visits, in mate care, internet safety, etc. 

 

It is the responsibility of the Designated Safeguarding Lead to ensure 
that all safeguarding issues raised in school are effec vely responded to, 
recorded and referred to the appropriate agency. 

“Pupils  contribute a great deal  to  school  life….the 

school  council  made  decisions  about  the  school 

playgrounds…the  work  they  want  to  do  raising 

money for chari es…” ‐ OFSTED 



Learn to Live is a model of person‐centred educa on 
which puts the student at the centre of everything 
and through effec ve advocacy provides an  
individual, targeted plan. It is a collabora ve  
movement which is not for profit but for the  
benefit of children, young people and their families.  

Development is now led by a collabora on of primary, secondary and 
special schools working with families and staff. 

The Learn to Live model provides a way of gathering both day to day 
and strategic informa on to ensure that the school’ s services and  
developments are built around the needs and ambi ons of children, 
young people and their families. This means, for example, the school 
uses feedback from the pupils to create the school development plan.  

The school developed the ideas of Helen Sanderson and worked with 
Simon Duffy of The Centre of Welfare Reform and Pippa Murray of IBK 
to form Learn to Live. In 2011 the school decided that the development 
was too good to keep to itself and that it needed to work with others 
for Learn to Live to reach its full poten al. 

The Learn to Live model means you will have a Parents Evening every 

term and a meaningful Home‐School Agreement.  It has also led to a 

personalised curriculum in FE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more informa on, please visit: h p://www.learn2live.info 







Ellen Tinkham School, Hollow Lane, Exeter, EX1 3RW 

01392 467168 

www.ellen nkham.devon.sch.uk 

Ellen Tinkham School Exeter          @EllenTinkham 
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