
January is the month for fresh starts, goal setting etc. As
the new year begins, leaders across the Federation are
continuing to focus on the development of our curriculum
to ensure that it is relevant to and for all our students. 

Inset days and training opportunities for staff ensure that
we are keeping up to date with best practice and
continuing to refine and develop our own knowledge and
skillsets so that we are offering the very best education to
your children.
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Over the past few weeks, it has been great to see our children and young
people engaging in their learning. I currently have 3 books that have
been written by students hanging on my noticeboard – we have some
great authors and illustrators in the making!

Children and young people have continued to access a range of exciting
opportunities including taking part in fun fest, enterprise, work
experience opportunities and hobbies and interest clubs. I saw the most
amazing Taiko session at one of our sites this week with some of our
youngest children – lots of noise, lots of movement and a great time
being had by all that were there!

We hope that you were able to take up the opportunity to meet either in
person or virtually with your child’s Class Teacher last week to discuss
their individual targets and progress etc. These meetings also provide an
opportunity for teachers and families to review Core Documents
together to ensure they are up to date. Please do get in touch with your
Class Teacher if you have not had an opportunity to do this. It is
important that we have up to date information and to ensure that home
and school are working together as collaboratively as possible.

Onto other news, you may remember that last year, Ellen Tinkham was
East Devon Golf Club’s Charity of the Year. Funds raised over the January
to December 2023 period were matched by the Wooden Spoon Charity
and we are delighted to share that as a result, their total donation to our
school is £41,268.22. This money will go toward our Early Years
playground project at Ellen Tinkham School which we hope will start this
Easter.

As always, I would like to say thank you all for your continued support, I
am really looking forward to seeing how all our pupils continue to
progress over the forthcoming term.



ETS Reading and Letter
Sounding Phase 1 Family
Workshop (selected
families have been invited
via email with a Form to
complete) 1.45 pm -
Tuesday 30th January

Safer Internet Day -
Tuesday 6th February

ET PTFA Annual General
Meeting Online via Teams  
10 am - Thursday 8th
February

Half Term -
w/c 12th February

Pupils return - 
Monday 19th February

Online/E-Safety Training
for families of Secondary
students - Tuesday 20th
February

ET and Dartmoor SSP
Gymnastics Festival -
Monday 26th February

WHAT'S
COMING UP

Sensory Toys - There is a sensory toy and game
lending service in the South West that families
can use.  Link to their website is in the newsletter.

Easyfundraising - On our last financial statement,
you raised £115.42 through online shopping via
Easyfundraising.  Thank you and if you haven’t
already, please sign up - apps in the newsletter.

Family Reading and Letter Sounding Workshop -
Were you one of the 48 families who received an
invite to this workshop on 9th January via email?  
If so, and you wish to attend, please book your
place.  Thank you.

Coughs - A cough is a common illness at this
time of year, but there are things you can do to
help your child feel more comfortable. There’s a
useful link to a site in the newsletter and
information attached.

Measles - We have been advised the rate of
measles cases in young children is rising across
the UK.  We have no confirmed cases of measles
at ET, but please check the NHS website if you
need advice.

Devon SEND Transformation Plan - New plan
available to read on the DCC website.

Devon Wallet - The new virtual wallet platform is
now available.  See the link in the newsletter.

Term Dates 2024-2025 - Available on our
website and also attached.

Sixth Form Enterprise - Are in need of glass jars
and tea cups.  If you have any spare, please send
them in.

Christmas Bazaars - The total raised for ET was
over £1,600!  Many thanks!

PTFA AGM - Our AGM is on Thursday 8th
February at 10 am.  This meeting will be held
ONLINE so we are hoping lots of you will be able
to attend!  The link to join the meeting is in the
newsletter.
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Sensory Toys - Did you know there is an
organisation called “The Lending Library” which
lends out a variety of sensory toys and games to
families in the South West? Click here to find out more.

When you shop online through easyfundraising, Ellen Tinkham gets a
donation.  How does it work? Easyfundraising partners with brands
who will donate part of what you spend to a cause of your choice. It
won't cost you any extra. The cost is covered by the brand.

On our last financial statement, Ellen Tinkham received over £115.42
on purchases everyone had made online.  That’s so good!  If you
haven’t already, please download the app, match with Ellen Tinkham
School at Pinhoe as your chosen cause and continue shopping.  
Thank you so much.

ETS Reading & Letter Sounding
Workshop for families of pupils
working at Phase 1 - 48 families have
been invited to the Phase 1 Family
Workshop on Tuesday 30th January
2024 at 1.45 pm.  The invite was sent via
email on 9th January  and looked like
this           Did you receive an invite and
have you replied?!

Katie Greenhough, our EY Teacher and
Literacy Lead along with Lucy
Hardacre, our Literacy HLTA, will be
running this friendly, informative
session.  Siblings and grandparents are
most welcome - just let us know
numbers beforehand.  Thank you to
those families who have already
responded.  Much appreciated!

https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id915474725?pt=857672&ct=website-footer&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ef.easyfundraising&pli=1
https://www.friendsandfamilies.org.uk/lending-library


Coughs - We are seeing a few pupil absences caused by coughs.  As
you know, coughs and colds are a common part of childhood,
especially during the winter. Most of these infections are caused by
viruses and children recover quickly with a bit of rest and
paracetamol. If you would like some information about how to help a
child with a cough, please follow this link.  Also attached is a leaflet
giving useful information.

Measles - Our Nursing Team has
requested families are made aware of a
rising number of measles cases in young
children.  We have no confirmed cases
at ET, but in the UK, health professionals
are reporting an increase.  If you suspect
your child has measles, which starts with
cold-like symptoms and after a few days, develops into a rash, please
check the NHS website, seek advice from your Pharmacist or GP and
inform the school.   Thank you.

Devon SEND Transformation Plan - A new Devon SEND
Transformation Plan has been published. It sets out the seven key
strands of work which aim to address the significant challenges that
Devon faces in relation to SEND and inclusion.

It also shows how the work to address the four
areas of weakness highlighted in the Ofsted
report (2022) is incorporated into the wider
plans for transformation.

The Devon Wallet - is a new virtual wallet
platform that will support the delivery of direct
payments and personal budgets, starting with
Short Break plans.

Devon families advised DCC they would like more visibility of the
support available to them, and an easy-to-use online system with
everything they need in one place. Families also said that choice and
control remain important. DCC is expecting the Devon Wallet to
provide this and is part of the move from the current system of
prepaid cards to a virtual wallet platform.

https://child-cough.bristol.ac.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://beta.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families-new/send-local-offer/working-together/devons-send-transformation-programme/strands/
https://beta.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families-new/send-local-offer/working-together/devons-send-transformation-programme/strands/
https://beta.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families-new/send-local-offer/working-together/devons-send-transformation-programme/strands/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/devons-disabled-childrens-services-launch-the-devon-virtual-wallet/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/devons-disabled-childrens-services-launch-the-devon-virtual-wallet/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/devons-disabled-childrens-services-launch-the-devon-virtual-wallet/


Christmas Bazaar - Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets,
donated to prizes and attended our two Christmas Bazaars back in
December to buy lovely gifts and items that classes made.  The
Bazaars raised over £1,600!  WOWZER!  We‘d also like to say thank you
very much to the grandparents of one of our ETC students.  They made
and sold lots of lovely gifts and donated their profits to us.  Very kind.

The Term Dates for the next academic year, 2024-
2025 are attached and also on our website.

It’s a Request! - Sixth Form Enterprise Students have put together a list
of items they need, such as glass jars and tea cups.  The full list and
photos are attached.  If you have any items in your cupboards, please
could you send them into us?  Thanks!  

http://ellentinkham.devon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-25-Term-Dates.pdf


PTFA AGM - On Thursday, 8th February at 10 am, we will be holding the
PTFA Annual General Meeting ONLINE.  The link to attend is below:

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device

Click here to join the meeting 
Meeting ID: 337 405 498 492 

Passcode: eyCBY8 
Download Teams | Join on the web

Once the AGM has finished, we will be chatting about our Easter and
Summer Term plans and events we can help with/organise to raise
additional money for the school to directly benefit the children.

Every family across ET is most welcome to attend these meetings and
you will be warmly welcomed.  Committee PTFA meetings are mostly a
relaxed affair and a chance for you to express ideas on how we can
raise extra money but also how the PTFA spends the money it has.

You will not need to commit to a role on the PTFA - Chair, Secretary or
Treasurer (unless you have a burning desire to do so!).  Jodie Came is a  
Parent Governor and also the Chair of the PTFA, and would love to see
some returning/additional faces joining us, especially from Early Years
and Key Stage 1/ Key Stage 2!  Thanks.

Thursday 8th February  
@ 10 am

@ Teams (Online)

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGY0MzdmYmUtOGVjYS00YTZjLTljMTktMzllN2FkNzg2Njcx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22605898b6-5048-4b2c-ab03-81745cfe371d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22cbb7450f-69db-4052-af7b-6d7366e56d30%22%7d
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting


Safeguarding - Across our Federation, we take safeguarding very
seriously and have robust policies and procedures in place.  If you ever
have a safeguarding or wellbeing concern, please contact your
Designated Safeguarding Lead - Katy Bradley at the school and
Monika Davis at the College incl Sixth Form.

                 @ Elllen Tinkham School                  @ Ellen Tinkham College

If Katy or Monika are unavailable to speak to or meet with, please
contact one of our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads.

@ Elllen Tinkham
School 

@ Ellen Tinkham
College



This leaflet contains information about how to look 
after a child who has a cough (not due to asthma).
For more detail see www.bristol.ac.uk/child-cough

COUGH
Coughs can last for 3-4 weeks and 
make your child feel quite unwell but 
will still get better by themselves.

‘Noisy chests’ or ‘chesty coughs’ are 
quite common when young children 
catch a cold and are not necessarily a 
sign of a ‘chest infection’.

Healthy children typically get a cough 
7-10 times a year and this is not a sign 
that there is anything wrong with their 
immune system.

DISTURBED SLEEP
Coughs will often wake your child in the 
night. When the child lies down, more 
of the mucus from the nose and throat 
runs downwards and your child coughs 
more to clear it. 

Coughing is part of the body’s defence 
system which helps keep the lungs clear 
and fight the illness. Unfortunately this 
can wake the child in the night but does 
not mean the illness is more severe.

For children over 1 year, a spoon of 
honey (perhaps in a warm drink) half 
an hour before bed may help them to 
wake less often. 

For children over 2 years, vapour rubs 
(containing camphor, menthol and/ 
or eucalyptus) may help children 
sleep better.

FEVER/HIGH TEMPERATURE
In children, a temperature of over 
37.5°C is considered a fever.

Fever is a normal response to illness 
and does not harm children. It may 
even help to fight illness.

Children with a high temperature  
may be more likely to have a more 
severe illness, although most do not. 
Occasionally a child may have a fit. 
This shouldn’t cause harm and treating 
the fever doesn’t prevent it.

It is safe to use child paracetamol 
and ibuprofen to manage children’s 
fever (and pain) for as long as needed. 
Follow the dosage on the bottle.

DRINKING/EATING LESS
Children often eat and drink less 
when they have normal childhood 
illnesses. Most children can go a few 
days without eating much and this 
will not affect their longer term growth 
and development.

All children need to drink regularly 
to avoid becoming dehydrated, 
especially if they are vomiting. 

To help prevent 
dehydration, 
encourage 
your child to 
have sips  
of water.
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WHEN TO SEE THE DOCTOR
HIGH OR PERSISTENT FEVER 
(DEPENDING ON AGE OF CHILD):

AGE OF CHILD TEMPERATURE

Babies under 
3 months

38°C or more

Babies  
3–6 months

39°C or more

Children over 
6 months

over 37.5°C  
for more than  
5 days

If your child has a fever fit,  
call 999 or take them to A&E.

RAPID OR DIFFICULT BREATHING (DEPENDING ON AGE):

AGE OF CHILD BREATHING RATE

Babies under 
6 months

over 60 breaths per minute

Babies  
6–12 months

over 50 breaths per minute

Children  
over 1 year

over 40 breaths per minute

Any age
Being short of breath (as if your child has 
been running) or is ‘working hard’ to 
breathe when resting

Any age
Skin between and below the ribs gets 
sucked in each time your child takes  
a breath

VOMITING (DEPENDING ON AGE):

AGE OF CHILD SYMPTOMS

Babies under 
3 months

Vomiting + fever of 38°C or above

Babies 3–6 
months

Vomiting + fever of 39°C or above

Children over 
6 months

Vomiting + fever + extremely drowsy  
or listless

Any age
Severe vomiting (child not able to hold  
down fluids for 8 hours or showing signs  
of dehydration)

Any age Persistent vomiting (more than 2 days)

SKIN PALER THAN USUAL
If your child appears much paler than 
usual; hands and feet are very cold 
while their body is warm. If skin, lips 
or tongue appear blue, call 999. 

PAIN
Pain in the chest (not when 
coughing) combined with fever  
and rapid breathing.

HARD TO WAKE / UNRESPONSIVE
Cannot be woken or wakes only slightly and then 
immediately goes back to sleep.

If your child wakes only with lots of stimulation,or is much 
less responsive to social stimulation (smiles and talking) 
than usual.

NOT FEEDING
Babies under 1 year: if your child stops feeding entirely. 
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Arrange to see or speak to your doctor today if any of the following occur:



 

LEARN TO LIVE FEDERATION TERM DATES 2024-25 

 

Monday 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25

Tuesday 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26

Wednesday 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27

Thursday 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28

Friday 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29

Saturday 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

Sunday 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24

Monday 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24

Tuesday 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25

Wednesday 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26

Thursday 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27

Friday 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28

Saturday 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 1

Sunday 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 2

Monday 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26

Tuesday 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27

Wednesday 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28

Thursday 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29

Friday 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30

Saturday 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31

Sunday 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25  

Monday 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25

Tuesday 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26

Wednesday 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27

Thursday 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28

Friday 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29

Saturday 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

Sunday 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24
13

Key (days):

Jul-2025 Aug-2025

LEARN TO LIVE FEDERATION TERM DATES 2024-25

Nov-2024

Dec-2024 Jan-2025 Feb-2025

Mar-2025 Apr-2025 May-2025

Jun-2025

Sep-2024 Oct-2024

pupi ls  in school  (190) school  hol iday (school  closed) (56) bank hol iday (8) occas ional  day (closed) (2) s taff tra ining days  (5)



 

 

 

 

  

  



WANTED      

The sixth form have some exciting projects 

planned for their Enterprise this year and would 

like your help. Do you have any of the below 

items or similar lurking about in your cupboards 

at home that are no longer needed? If so we 

will gladly take them off your hands. 

 

Small glass jars (mint sauce/mustard sized) 

GU or similar glass pudding dishes 

Glass tea cups-either plain or embossed  

Glass punch cups 

Small glass trifle/pudding dishes 

Small Nutella jar/glasses 

Vintage style china tea cups 

Individual serving jam jars 

 

We have included pictures for reference. 

Thank you 





  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents and caregivers of minimally verbal / non-speaking children, we need 
YOU! 
  
We are investigating why some neurodivergent* children have difficulty developing spoken 
language, how this might impact their social, cognitive and emotional development. 
 
We are seeking parents of 4–12-year-olds who are minimally verbal / non-speaking to take 
part in the study.  
 
Who is involved in this project? 
This study is part of a new research project 
funded by the Royal Society, led by Dr Jo Saul at 
University College London (UCL). 
 
This study has been approved by the UCL 
Research Ethics Committee, Project ID 
20175/002. 
 
Who are we looking for? 
• Parents / caregivers of a neurodivergent* 

child who is aged 4-12 years, and lives in the 
UK 

• Your child should currently not use spoken 
multi-word phrases on a regular basis to 
communicate 

• We have a screening questionnaire if you are 
unsure if your child meets this criterion 

 
What does participation involve? 
You will be asked to complete online 
questionnaires and help us obtain video footage 
of your child’s communication skills. There will be 
one in-person assessment for your child with a 
researcher either at your home or your child’s 
school.  

 

How much time would it take? 
There are four waves of data collection, spread 
over 3 years. We estimate that each wave may 
involve up to 2 hours of your time and 
approximately 40 minutes of your child’s time. As 
a thank you we will give you a £25 voucher at 
each time point. 
 

Where can I find more information? 
If you would like to find out more about the study 
or have any questions, please contact Dr Jo Saul. 
E-mail: jo.saul.14@ucl.ac.uk  
  
I am interested. Where can I sign up? 
Please complete the online form here:		
	
https://tinyurl.com/SUform1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LONDON’S GLOBAL UNIVERSITY 

Take part in research about minimally 
verbal / non-speaking children!  

* Below are some examples 
of conditions we are studying 

https://tinyurl.com/SUform1

